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SSaann  DDiieeggoo::  A baby gorilla
born in a rare Caesarean
section at the San Diego

Zoo last week has pneumo-
nia and was treated for a

collapsed lung, officials said
on Tuesday. The 17th gorilla

delivered at the Southern
California zoo developed

the illness, an inflammation
of the lungs with conges-

tion, around the time of her
birth, according to a state-

ment from the San Diego
Zoo Safari Park. “We’ve

been working with the baby
all weekend and after hav-
ing several days of experi-

ence treating her, it’s pretty
obvious that we’ve been

dealing with pneumonia,”
Nadine Lamberski, associate
director of veterinary servic-

es at the park, said in a
statement. Zoo spokes-

woman Christina Simmons
said veterinarians performed
a procedure to inflate a col-

lapsed lung on the animal,
an endangered western low-
land gorilla. “We continue to

be cautiously optimistic,”
she said. The gorilla has not

yet been named. The zoo
said the baby’s 18-year-old

mother, Imani, was recover-
ing well since the birth,

which involved delivering
the baby through the

abdominal wall and uterus.
They are among eight goril-

las at the zoo.  — Reuters 
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  India will manu-
facture her own helicopters
under a licence agreement
with a French firm to meet
Indian Air Force require-
ments of light and medium
helicopters, it is learnt.

In the meantime, a con-
tract had been signed for the
purchase of some Allouette
helicopters from France.

USSR had also supplied
some MI-4 helicopters for
the use of the Indian Air
Force under deferred pay-
ment terms.

The manufacture of heli-
copters in India will be
undertaken at the state-
owned Hindustan Aircraft
Factory Limited at
Bangalore. — PTI

Copters to be
made in Bangalore

A10-day festival of
India in Thailand
was launched in

Bangkok on Wednesday, the
first such festival in the
country. This is the fourth
festival in the region after
similar festivals held earli-
er in the year at Cambodia,
Vietnam and Laos. The
next one is scheduled to be
held in Shanghai, China.

According to Anil
Wadhwa, MEA’s secretary

(east) and former ambas-
sador to Thailand, it was
not a coincidence that the
Asean countries were cho-
sen, to revive the festivals
of India, after a long gap of
nearly two decades.

“A festival of India in an
Asean country is bound to
be a success because of
our close bonds over the
years. This will help us in
forging closer ties with
this part of the world,
which will become an
important conglomerate
next year,” he said.

Arvind Manjit Singh,
joint secretary, ministry of
culture, who attended the
opening event, agreed, and
informed that they had
planned “uniquely new”
event, compared to the fes-
tivals of India held in the
1980s at Russia, France
and the US.

Thus, the opening event
on Wednesday was a
refreshing amalgam of
religion, culture, and hom-

age to the host country. It
was held in Bangkok’s
most important
monastery, the Wat
Bovornnivesvihara, home
to the Thai kings during
their monkhood days, and
also the abode of the
supreme religious patri-
arch of the country .

Thailand’s last supreme
patriarch passed away
nearly six months back.
But his body is still ensh-
rined in the temple. That
is why yesterday’s opening
event was a kind of a hom-
age to him, especially as
he had interacted with
many former ambassa-
dors and leaders of India.

The 19 Buddhist Lama
monks who had come from
the Central Institute of
Himalayan Culture
Studies in Arunachal
Pradesh performed a
series of religious chanti-
ngs accompanied by their
gongs and cymbals, which
was greatly appreciated by

the high-profile gathering,
which included represen-
tatives from the royal fam-
ily, businessmen, academ-
ics, diplomats, media.

The monks also created a
large sand mandala and
colourful butter sculpture,
with images of Buddha,
which will remain in the
temple for a week.

The Lama monks then
donned elaborate brocade
costumes and fiery masks
as they did the sacred
Cham dance, enunciating
the themes of good and
evil, accompanied by live
instruments and sonorous
chants. The dances will be
performed again, at anoth-
er unique venue — the sce-
nic Buddhadasa
Indapanno Archives.

Other events at the 10-
day festival include a
Buddhist exhibition of
gigantic standee images of
the holy Buddhist sites of
India, as well as replicas of
Buddhist relics, which

will be first held at the
Srinakharinwirot Varsity
and then move to the well-
known Siam Paragon mall
next month. At least
200,000 people are expect-
ed to view these objects in
this deeply Buddhist coun-
try. 

There will also be a yoga
workshop by a noted guru
from India, as well as a
demonstration of the new
and exciting bollyfit exer-
cise routine (exercises
done to Bollywood
rhythms), which should go
well with this exercise-
crazy country.

A food festival will fea-
ture Chettinad cuisine,
which will be new for
Thailand. Chefs Abhilash
Nair from the Hotel Jaipur
Ashok and Girish Kumar
from The Ashok, Delhi,
have laid out a variety of
spicy kozhi curries and
biriyanis at the Blue
Elephant restaurant for
the “invited” dinner, and

the Royal Orchid Sheraton
hotel for the buffet next
week. They expect the
spice-levels and aromas of
the cuisine to appeal to
this land of gourmands.

The cultural part of the
festival will feature the
Aphilo Kuwo folk dance
from Nagaland, which
should excite Thai audi-
ences, thanks to the new
interest in the Northeast
part of India, which has
closest proximity to
Thailand. Then there is a
Bharatanatyam perform-
ance by the Kalakshetra
dance institution who
have performed in
Bangkok earlier, at the
International music-dance
festival. They will be
enacting yet another
sequence from the
Ramayana which is an
eternal favourite with
Thai audiences. The per-
formance will be held at
the old-world, exotic Sala
Chalermkrung Royal

Theatre, which tradition-
ally stages the classical
Thai “Khon” dance the-
atre centring around sto-
ries from the “Ramkien”.

What’s most impressive
about the festival, is that
all the events are “free”.

“It’s the govt of India’s
gift to Thailand” said the
new Indian ambassador to
Thailand, Harsh Shringla.
He has been in the country
for barely three months,
and admitted that it was a
challenge to put together a
big festival like this, in a
record three weeks’ time.
May be that’s why they
chose unorthodox venues,
rather than the well-
known ones. But that has
proved to be one of the
highlights of the festival.
If the aim of the festival of
India is to reach out to
newer sections of the host-
country, their new tem-
plate of unique events and
unique venues, should
work well.

The woman paused
before a photograph
of a young man with

dark eyes and a tightly
trimmed moustache.

“That’s that Serb terror-
ist those Chetniks (Serb
nationalists) are prais-
ing,” she said to a journal-
ist inspecting the image.
“He started that war. They
started all the wars.”

Gavrilo Princip stared
down from the outer wall
of a museum at the river-
side spot in Sarajevo
where on a summer’s
morning in 1914 he
opened fire on the heir to
the Austro-Hungarian
throne.

The killing of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand and his
wife, Sophie, lit the fuse
for World War One, turn-
ing out the lights on an
age of European peace
and progress.

Empires crumbled and
more than 10 million sol-
diers died. The world
order was rewritten. Yet
100 years on, in Princip’s
native Bosnia, time, in
many ways, has stood
still.

A hero to some, a har-
binger of destruction to
others, the assassin is
being fought over anew as
Sarajevo prepares to mark
the June 28 centenary of
his act.

Two rival sets of events
are being planned, and
accusations of ‘revision-
ism’ are flying at a time of
renewed Cold War-style
tensions between East
and West.

The row goes to the
heart of Bosnia, a country

still affected by big-power
divisions and still arguing
about the past, divided by
the present and uncertain
about the future.

“We haven’t moved on,”
said Bosnian historian
Vera Katz. “It’s like we’re
100 years before 1914, not
100 years after.”

Sarajevo bookended the
20th century, opening
with Princip’s Browning
revolver and closing with
the sniper rifles and mor-
tars of his ethnic kin
besieging the city from
the hills during Bosnia’s
1992-95 war.

To some, like the woman
at the museum, the two
events were part of the
same arc of Serb national-
ism.

According to that narra-
tive, Princip was a ‘terror-
ist’ bent on uniting
Orthodox Serb lands at
the expense of Bosnia’s
Muslim Bosniaks and
Catholic Croats.

Bosnian Serb forces

under Ratko Mladic
attempted just that eight
decades later.

Sarajevo mayor Ivo
Komsic, a Bosnian Croat,
noted the city’s role in the
two wars that framed the
last century when unveil-
ing plans for the cente-
nary last month.

“The eyes of the world
will be focused on
Sarajevo once more and it
is important that we send
messages completely dif-
ferent from the messages
of war sent in 1914 and
1992,” he said.

RIVAL EVENTS

Such comparisons have
riled Serbs in Bosnia and
neighbouring Serbia, for
whom Princip is a pan-
Slavic hero, the shot he
fired marking the death
knell for centuries of for-
eign occupation over
Serbs, Croats and
Bosniaks alike.

This was the official nar-

rative for decades in
socialist Yugoslavia,
when Princip was vener-
ated as a freedom fighter
for all the nations and
faiths gathered together
by Joseph Broz Tito.

Schools and roads took
the assassin’s name. His
footprints were enshrined
in the pavement at the
spot from which he fired.

In his native mountain
region of Bosansko
Grahovo, a plaque erected
in 1949 still stands above
the doors to the local
school, hailing Princip’s
“fearless” fight for the
“national freedom of our
peoples”.

Today, the plaque is
blackened, licked by the
flames that razed the
school in 1995 as
Yugoslavia crumbled.

Sarajevo, now inhabited
largely by Bosniaks, plans
to mark the centenary of
the assassination with a
series of cultural events
sponsored in large part by

France and also with the
help of Austria and possi-
bly the European Union.

It will take place at a
sensitive time in interna-
tional relations, with
Western nations accusing
Serb big power backer
Russia of preparing to
annex Crimea from
Ukraine and Moscow
arguing it is defending
Russians from Western
stooges in Kiev.

Organisers of the
Sarajevo commemora-
tion, who are hoping to
get funding from the EU,
say it will steer clear of
the issue of whether
Princip was terrorist or
hero.

The centrepiece will be a
concert of the Vienna
Philharmonic in the city’s
much-loved Vijecnica,
Sarajevo’s city hall-
turned-National Library
that burned down at the
start of the 43-month
Bosnian Serb siege of the
city. The concert will
mark its reopening.

On June 27, French
philosopher Bernard
Henri-Levy, who support-
ed the Bosniak call for
Western intervention to
halt the war in Bosnia,
will premiere his latest
play in Sarajevo, which
deals specifically with the
1992-95 conflict.

Bosnia’s autonomous
Serb Republic has refused
to participate, except in a
leg of the Tour de France
cycling race in the capital
on June 20-23.

Instead, the Serbs plan
their own ceremony in
Visegrad. — Reuters

Assassin divides native Bosnia
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■ The open-
ing event of
the Festival
of India in
Thailand was
a refreshing
amalgam of
religion, cul-
ture, and
homage to
the host-
country. It
was held in
Bangkok’s
most impor-
tant mona-
stery, the
Wat Bovorn-
ivesvihara,
home to Thai
kings during
their monk-
hood days.

Gorilla born in rare
C-section in US zoo

has pneumonia
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Unique events and arresting 
venues in Thailand India fest

Trappist monks lead-
ing a life of contem-
plation near the

small Belgian town of
Rochefort now find them-
selves in the global spot-
light, under pressure to
change as demand for
their high-quality, home-
brewed beer soars.

But change does not
come easily.

This is a small, declin-
ing community of just 13
monks of the Cistercian
Order, which was founded
in France at the end of the
11th century on a commit-
ment to “Pray and Work,”
to focus on the spiritual,
not the material world.

Traditionally self-suffi-
cient, Trappist monks
made enough beer for
their own needs and then
sold some to help fund
charitable and other
works. 

From small beginnings,
sales have taken off, build-
ing on a home market in
Belgium to venture into
France and the

Netherlands, and now to
China and the United
States.

“The Trappists have a
history, a story to tell,
which attracts beer
lovers,” said Thierry
Fourneau, in charge of
the Rochefort brewery
operations. 

“The religious origins of
our beers is a plus
because it is a guarantee
of its quality and authen-
ticity,” said Francois de
Harenne, spokesman for
the International
Trappist Association
which certifies their ori-
gin and manufacture. 

“Today, demand out-
paces supply and it is
picking up all over the
world even though we
have never tried to boost
sales,” Harenne told AFP. 

The ITA closely watches
over the trademark which
can only be carried by
beer brewed exclusively
within a Trappist
monastery on a non-profit
basis, with any surplus
used for charity or other
social purposes.

Crucially, “the brewery
must be of secondary
importance within the
monastery”. — AFP

Bryan McManus
aside

Belgian monks
tested by success
of Trappist beer

LLooss  AAnnggeelleess::  A California
toddler survived a three-

story fall, saved by a couple
who were moving into a

new home and threw a mat-
tress under the boy before
he plunged to the ground,

fire officials and local media
said. The couple called

emergency responders after
spotting the 3-year-old as
he was about to make his

fall in a Los Angeles suburb
on Sunday. They had already
plucked him from danger by

the time rescuers arrived,
the Burbank fire department

said in a statement. Konrad
and Jennifer Lighter told

local television station ABC7
they saw the child clamber

out an apartment building’s
third-floor window and dan-

gle over an alley from a
cable. They quickly set

down the box spring mat-
tress they had been carrying

and positioned it as best
they could. “It didn’t seem

real until he was kind of
hanging from that cord,

because you know there’s
no way he’s going to get

back in the window, it’s kind
of now up to Konrad to

catch him,” Jennifer Lighter
told the station. “I kind of
grabbed him and lowered

him real fast to the box
spring,” Konrad Lighter told
ABC7. “I was getting ready
because I knew he couldn’t

get back to the window and
he fell and I caught him.”
Representatives from the

Burbank police and fire
departments did not imme-

diately return calls on
Wednesday. The Burbank

fire department did not
name the couple, but post-

ed a photo. — Reuters 

Toddler survives 
3-story fall in US

●● According to a
narrative, Princip
was a ‘terrorist’
bent on uniting
Orthodox Serb
lands at the
expense of Bosnia’s
Muslim Bosniaks
and Catholic Croats

A monk stands besides the bottles of Trappistes
Rochefort beer at the Notre Dame de Saint Remy
Rochefort abbey in Rochefort, Belgium.  — AFP

A graffiti depicting Princip in downtown Belgrad.


